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Master Gardeners offer Cooking With Herbs class
BY DONNA HARRIS

donna.harris@daily-tribune.com

Now that warm weather is here, 
local cooks will be seeking new 
ways to use fresh herbs from their 
gardens in popular summer dishes. 

As part of the 2019 Bartow 
Lawn and Garden Seminar Se-
ries, family and consumer science 
agent Alexis Roberts and Mas-

ter Gardener extension volunteer 
Mary Willis will teach a class on 
Cooking With Herbs Saturday, 
June 1, from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
in the demonstration kitchen at the 
Olin Tatum Agricultural Building 
at 320 W. Cherokee Ave. in Car-
tersville.

“Some things I did last year and 
will probably repeat is showing 
them how to make store-bought 

foods taste better by adding 
herbs,” Willis said. “While food 
is cooking, I will talk about when 
and how to add herbs to foods and 
answer questions about growing 
and preserving them.”

The Master Gardener said she 
and Roberts “like to make the 
class fun by having our partic-
ipants help make the dishes we 
choose.”

“Alexis and I have not complet-
ed our plans yet so I cannot tell 
you exactly what we will be fi x-
ing,” she said. “Besides sampling 
commercial foods enhanced with 
herbs and spices, we plan to pre-
pare an entrée, salad, probably 
some homemade herb butter for 
bread and dessert and perhaps a 
little more.” 

Willis said she doesn’t have any 
formal culinary training, but she 
knows how to cook with herbs. 

“Just learned from my mom, the 
best teacher one could hope for,” 
she said. “She taught me how to 
use herbs and spices.”

She calls herself a “‘scratch’ 
cook, meaning I don’t use a lot of 
prepared foods, mainly because 
they tend to use salt as their fl avor-
ing rather than herbs.”

“I love trying new dishes and 
playing with the taste by adding 
different seasonings,” she said. 
“Manufactured foods have im-
proved over the years, but I like to 
know where my food comes from 
so I mainly use fresh foods.”

Those fresh foods also include 
the herbs Willis grows at her 
home. 

“I do grow my own herbs and 
dry them, too, but I do like us-
ing the commercial dried herbs, 
too,” she said.  “Generally, I grow 
rosemary, basil, chives, oregano, 
thyme, sage, tarragon, bay laurel, 
cilantro, dill and mint. 

Every herb and spice has its pur-
pose to make a dish great so it’s 
hard to say what are my favorites.”

Due to limited space, the cook-
ing class can accommodate only 
the fi rst 15 people who register by 
calling 

770-387-5142 or emailing 
uge1015@uga.edu.

There is a $10 fee to cover the 
cost of materials.

An article on Cooking Light 

magazine’s website said there are 
11 fresh herbs that every home 
cook should use in their dishes:

Basil, an important culinary 
herb, can be used in sauces, sand-
wiches, soups and salads and is 
especially good when paired with 
tomatoes. 

Mint, particularly spearmint, 
can be added to both sweet and 
savory dishes and drinks, such as 
lamb, peas, carrots, ice cream, tea, 
mint juleps and mojitos. 

Rosemary, a very aromatic and 
pungent herb, has a lemon-pine 
fl avor that goes well with roasted 
lamb, garlic and olive oil and is a 
good addition to focaccia, tomato 
sauce, pizza and pork.

Oregano, an herb with a strong 
taste and aroma, can be added to 
salads, pizza, tomato sauces and 
vinaigrette as well as poultry, 
game or seafood dishes. 

Thyme, an important herb in Eu-
ropean, Cajun and Creole cooking, 
pairs well with many other herbs, 
especially rosemary, parsley, sage, 
savory and oregano, and is a wel-
come addition to pork, lamb, duck 
or goose.  

Cilantro, a pungent herb, adds 
distinctive fl avor to salsas, soups, 
stews, curries, salads, vegetables, 
fi sh and chicken dishes.

Parsley, specifi cally fl at-leaf 
parsley, can go in most any dish 
and is especially tasty when mixed 
with garlic and sprinkled on roast-
ed lamb, grilled steaks, fi sh, chick-
en and vegetables.

Chives, which have a delicate 
onion fl avor, are perfect for dips, 
quesadillas and baked potatoes.

Dill gives a sharp fl avor to a va-
riety of foods, including cottage 
cheese, cream cheese, goat cheese, 
omelets, seafood (especially salm-
on), cold yogurt soups, potato 
salads and all kinds of cucumber 
dishes, especially pickles.

Sage, which has a musty fl avor 
remindful of eucalyptus, cedar, 
lemon and mint, is used to enhance 
the taste of turkey and dressing, 
veal, stuffi ngs, cured meats, sau-
sages and pork dishes. 

Tarragon, often added to white 
wine vinegar, pairs well with fi sh, 
omelets and chicken cooked with 
mustard and is a crucial ingredient 
in béarnaise sauce.

Roberts
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927 N. Tennessee St., Cartersville, GA
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Bird Baths • Statues • Fountains
Benches • Yard Ornaments

Statuary for your garden...
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Hostas enhance shade 
gardens with color, texture

BY MARIE NESMITH

marie.nesmith@daily-tribune.com

When designing a shade gar-
den, hostas are often a go-to 
plant, providing a multitude of 
colors and textures to one’s land-
scape.

“I love all plants … especially 
hostas,” said Vicki Jones, a Bar-
tow County Master Gardener and 
member of The Magnolia Garden 
Club. “Hostas are shade-loving 
perennial plants, which means 
they come back year after year, 
and come in a variety of foliage 
colors and textures, as well as 
plant size. I have an Empress Wu 
hosta that could grow to 4 feet tall 
by 9 feet wide as well as a col-
lection of tiny hostas that remain 
under 6 inches tall. In the sum-
mer, hostas will send up stems 
of beautiful, and in most plants, 
very fragrant blossoms.

“Their fl owers can be pure 
white as well as various shades of 
lavender; however, you don’t have 
to wait on their blossoms to have 
a beautiful variation of color. 
Hosta foliage can be anywhere on 
the color wheel from dark green 
to chartreuse to blue gray, and 
some varieties will have cream, 

white or gold edges or centers. 
The leaf texture can be smooth, 
crinkled, puckered or wavy.”

Noting their creative names, 
Jones shared some of her variet-
ies are called Limey Lisa, Curly 
Fries, Praying Hands, Precious 
Metal, Dixie Chickadee and 
Blueberry Cobbler. In her garden, 
she enjoys combining hostas with 
companion plants, such as ferns, 
Solomon’s seal, ajuga, Lenten 
roses and coral bells.

“Hostas grow best on raised 
beds or well-drained soils amend-
ed with compost,” Bartow County 
Extension Coordinator Paul Pug-
liese said. “They thrive in both 
dense shade and partial-sun con-
ditions. A northern or eastern ex-
posure is ideal with shade during 
the hottest parts of the afternoon. 

If they receive too much sunlight, 
they will show their animosity 
with leaf scorching and discolor-
ation. Be sure to keep a few inch-
es of mulch or pine straw around 
hostas to keep them cool and 
moist during the summertime.

“I recommend hostas for home-
owners that struggle to get any-
thing to grow in shady areas of 
their landscape. However, if you 
have problems with deer in your 
yard, hostas are not a good op-
tion. It’s like planting a salad 
bar for the deer and you will be 
disappointed. You might want 
to consider placing hostas closer 
to your home entrance, near the 
dog’s house or other areas that are 
less prone to deer browsing.”

SEE HOSTAS, PAGE 10
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“Serving You For Over 58 Years”

 Call Our Grandparents for expert
Air Conditioning Sales,
Service & Installation.

“Tell them Pendley, George,
Lollie and Hazel sent you!”

770-382-1221

Are You Keeping Cool?

Pendley, George,
Lollie and Hazel

MOWER POWER TO YOU

BY JAMES SWIFT

jame.swift@daily-tribune.com

Is there anything more idio-
syncratically American than 
the lawnmower? It’s the ulti-
mate symbol of rugged individ-
ualism, that beautiful consumer 
space where DIY ingenuity, cut-
ting-edge technology and good-
old-fashioned sweat and toil in-
tersect. More than just another 
home appliance, the lawnmower 
is the physical embodiment of 
the much-ballyhooed Ameri-
can Dream — anybody can own 
property, but it’s not really one’s 
own piece of land without a lov-
ingly manicured lawn. 

After all, only a select few peo-
ple will ever step foot in one’s 
home; but thanks to the power of 

Google Maps, literally everyone 
in the world can at least gawp at 
what your front yard looks like.

Which makes stepping into the 
roughly 12,000-square-foot Tay-
lor Outdoor Power Euipment and 
Supplies building at 912 North 
Tennessee St. in Cartersville the 
man’s man equivalent of being a 
kid in the proverbial candy shop.

The longtime Bartow business 
made the leap from its old digs at 
12 Leake St. earlier this year, and 
when they boast about their “out-
door power equipment” selections, 
it’s not marketing puffery. Indeed, 
the business is almost like a show-
room of high-end lawn care equip-
ment, with dozens upon dozens of 
shiny new mowers lined up from 
door-to-door.

Of course, if you’re just look-

ing for your “basic” residen-
tial-use mowers, they’ve got you 
covered. For lawn care-enthu-
siasts with a penchant for push 
mowers, there’s several varieties 
of the Stihl RMA 510 on display. 
With a 20-inch cutting width, this 
battery-powered powerhouse has 
enough juice in it to mow down 
about 5,000 square feet on a sin-
gle charge. Throw in the almost 
20-gallon grass-catcher attach-
ment and you’ve got a 65-pound, 
eco-conscious “lightweight” 
mower more than fit for a heavy-
weight performance.

The traditional riding mowers 
more your thing? Look no fur-
ther than the fleet of Cub Cadet 
mowers. The XT2 LX46” model 
comes equipped with a 24-horse-
power Kohler 7000 Series en-

gine, a Tuff Torq foot-controlled 
hydrostatic transmission and a 
Cub Comfort high-back seat with 
a 10 degree incline. At about 600 
pounds, the model tops out about 
5.5 miles per hour — 3.1 miles 
per hour, if you’re punching it in 
reverse.

Of course, nothing brings out 
one’s inner Tim “The Tool Man” 
Taylor quite like the business’ 
robust assortment of commercial 
mowers. 

Now we’re talking about some 
serious power. 

Up first, there’s the Exmark 
Lazer Z E-Series, a Kawasaki 
FX651V V-Twin-powered mow-
er that can mulch down more 
than three acres per hour. Its big 
brother in the X-Series is an even 
more impressive lawn care dy-
namo, with a Kawasaki FX801V 
V-Twin engine that can plow 
through more than five acres an 
hour. The 48-inch UltraCut Se-
ries 4 cutter deck has a height 
that can be adjusted all the way 
up to 5.5 inches, with a top speed 
of 11.5 miles per hour.

Or how about the Hustler 
X-One? The 2018 zero-turn mod-
el’s got a 27-horsepower Kawa-
saki FX850 under the hood, a 
cutting width of 52 inches and 
an electric PTO clutch drive that 
ought to give you enough force to 
clear out 5.5 acres in 60 minutes. 

Then there’s Hustler’s Super 
Z Hyperdrive model, which can 
reach speeds up to 16 miles per 
hour. The 60-inch Vanguard 
Big Block edition is a 36-horse-
power industrial-strength beast 
with a blade tip speed of 18,630 
feet per minute. The hulking 
1,500-pound mower is the lawn 
care equipment equivalent of a 
220-pound defensive back with a 
4.41 40-yard-dash time; give this 
mower an hour, and it’ll take care 
of almost eight full acres. 

If you’re looking for a com-
mercial mower with both style 
and substance, the Bengal-in-
spired paint job of the Scag 
Turf Tiger II lets you know right 
away that you’re dealing with 
some heavy duty equipment. The 
bright orange mower looks more 
like something out of “Game of 
Thrones” than your rank-and-file 
hardware store mower, and the 
specs on this one are just plain 
jaw-dropping.

It’s got a 16 cubic centime-
ter Hydro-Gear drive system 
with zero-turn maneuverability. 
It’s got an Ogura GT3.5 PTO 
clutch brake with a staggering 
250 foot-pounds of torque — 
both starting and stopping. You 
want fuel-injected engine op-
tions? You’ve got four of them 
— a Kawasaki V-Twin 791DFI, 
a Kohler closed-loop electronic 
fuel-injected (EFI) engine, and 
a Briggs and Stratton Big Block 
Vanguard engine, which also 
comes with an EFI variation of 
its own. Consumers can even opt 
for a 25-horsepower Kubota die-
sel model.

With Scag’s proprietary Ve-
locity Plus cutter deck, you’re 
looking at a machine that, de-
pending on the model, can knock 
out anywhere from 18.6 to an as-
tounding 28 acres per day while 
cruising along at a top speed of 
about 12 miles per hour. And 
with the four-point, iso-mount-
ed Command-Comfort suspen-
sion seat — plus amenities like 
the Tiger Eye Advanced Moni-
toring System, allowing opera-
tors to monitor oil pressure and 
charging system metrics in re-
al-time — consumers are work-
ing with equipment that certain-
ly puts an emphasis on lawn care 
luxury.

From residential to industrial-grade, lawn care 
equipment tech continues to drive consumer demand

SEE LAWNMOWER, PAGE 5
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TAYLOR FARM SUPPLY
& OUTDOOR POWER

EQUIPMENT
Has ALL of  Your Lawn

& Garden Needs
★  Lawn Equipment
★  Fertilizer & Soil Conditioners
★  Mulch
★  Pine Straw
★  Vegetable Seed & Plants

www.taylorope.com 912 N. TENNESSEE STREET
CARTERSVILLE, GA 30120

TAYLOR OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES

And yes, in case you were 
wondering, it does indeed have 
a beverage holder — as well as 
a 12-volt accessory plug, so one 
can charge his or her iPhone 
while simultaneously perfect-
ing their “zig-zag” pattern tech-
nique.

Of course, as more millenni-
als and Generation Z families 
take root in the community and 
become first-time homeowners, 
perhaps it’s only a matter of time 
until we start seeing even more 
nontraditional add-ons and en-
hancements.

And before you start scoffing 
at the idea of K-Cup coffee pod-
equipped and WiFi-hotspot-en-
abled mowers, just remember 
— 20 years ago, the idea of a 
2,500-pound, dual hydrostatic 
drive, 37-horsepower, 104-inch 
rear discharge zero-turn mow-
er with a 15,800 feet per minute 
blade speed and a Grammer sus-
pension seat probably sounded 
just as unlikely.

Lawnmower
From Page 4

JAMES SWIFT/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
From battery-powered residential push mowers to 36-horsepower, diesel-powered industrial machinery, technology continues to push 
lawn care equipment demand across the consumer spectrum.
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The Magnolia Garden Club—Cartersville  

2019 Pond and Garden Tour 
“Art in the Garden” 

Saturday, May 18  ~  9 am - 4 pm

Ticket Information 
Pre-Sale $15 available at:  
•Sam Franklin’s Furniture 
•Periwinkles 
•Nola’s Bakery 
•Eventbrite Online 
     Ticket Sales 

Day of Event $20  
available at:  
Host sites on the Tour

Proceeds fund Scholarships, Grants and Junior Garden Club projects at area schools. 

The Magnolia Garden Club accepts donations as a non-profit 501(c)3 organization.   

Everyone

Loves a

Garden 

Tour Sites – Cartersville &  
Western Bartow County 
15 Campfire Trail, Euharlee 
236 Amberwood Trail, Euharlee 

73 Reynolds Bridge Road, Kingston 

27 Charles Street, Cartersville 

4 Howard Heights, Cartersville 

118 Pioneer Trail, Cartersville

Beautiful
private

Ponds & Gardens will
be open for tours.

Plein Air Artists
will be on site

at most gardens.

Tour Information 

Pond & Garden Tour - 
Cartersville, GA 

               Email: 
MagnoliaGC49@gmail.com 

              Call: 
Vicki 770-547-3228

Ticket Raffle for Original Paintings

2019 Pond and Garden Tour
15 

Campfi re 
Trail, 

Euharlee

236 Amberwood Trail, 
Euharlee
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Hrs: Mon-Fri. 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat. 8 AM - 12 Noon • Closed Sunday

www.actionrentall.com
13 Center Road

770-382-7368

SEE US FOR ALL
YOUR HOME PROJECTS!

RENTALS AND SALES

Pressure Washers

Plate Compactors

Trowel Machine

Lawn Mower Rental

Trenchers • Stump Grinders

Chain Saws • Pole Saws

Rollers & Pumps

73 
Reynolds 

Bridge 
Road, 

Kingston

27 Charles St., Cartersville



8  Friday, May 17, 2019 HOME & GARDEN The Daily Tribune News

770-387-1570 • weaverheatingandairinc.com
“Serving Cartersville for 45 Years”

KEEPING YOU COOL FOR THE SUMMER!

RADFORD
TREE

SERVICE

Jonathan Radford • 404-694-9378

LICENSED AND INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES - 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Tree Removal, Stump Grinding, Storm Cleanup,

Tree Trimming, Grading & Heavy Duty Brush Mowing

10% DISCOUNT TO ALL SENIOR CITIZENS, VETERANS,
MILITARY, POLICE OFFICERS & FIREMEN 

4 Howard Heights, 
Cartersville

118 Pioneer Trail, Cartersville
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Call us for all your termite and pest control needs.

Larry & David Cline
www.candcexterminators.com

11 McCanless Street 
Cartersville, GA

Second Generation, 
Family Owned & Operated 

for over 35 Years.

Don’t let termites invade your home!

1009 N. Tenn. St. • 770-382-3588

Commercial & Residential 
Roofing & Seamless Gutters

Licensed & Insured

Prior to its leaves becoming es-
tablished, Pugliese underscores the 
need to plant or divide the hosta 
plants.

“Hostas should be planted or 
transplanted by dividing existing 
plants in the early spring when the 
new leaves are starting to emerge,” 
Pugliese said. “Be sure to dig a 
hole twice as wide as the rootball 
to loosen up the clay soil. You can 
incorporate 3 inches or 4 inches of 
topsoil or compost into the native 
soil, but make sure you mix it well 
with the clay several inches deep. 
Fertilize with a half pound — or 
half pint — of 10-10-10 fertilizer 
in the spring after the leaves have 
fully emerged.

“Hostas are easy to propagate by 
dividing the clumps in early spring. 
Most clumps will grow large 
enough that they could be divided 
every four or fi ve years. You might 
be able to divide a large clump into 
several smaller clumps that you can 
move to other spots in your land-
scape.” 

A new Bartow County Mas-
ter Gardener, George E. Hart is 

thrilled his hosta are fl ourishing at 
his Adairsville residence.

“I have seven varieties of hostas,” 
he said. “They were planted a year 

ago when I bought my new home. 
The fi rst year they didn’t amount to 
much and this year they have tripled 
in size and still growing. The most 
striking plants around them are Kim-
berly ferns and red-leaf coral bells, 
which contrast beautifully with the 
hostas. They are in my front porch 
approach facing the northwest and 
get late afternoon sun.

“Obviously, the leaf patterns are 
the most interesting and each vari-
ety — whether blue, dark green or 
variegated — enhance and com-
plement each other. The Kimberly 
ferns add a tropical contrast and 
in the fall, I use bright red mums 
to bring out the varied green pat-
terns of the hostas. They enhance 
my landscape by providing a leafy 
balance to more traditional bloom-
ing plants.”

Hostas
From Page 3

RANDY PARKER/DTN
Photos appearing in this 
article were taken at the res-
idence of 222 Tatum Ridge 
Road, Cartersville, one of 
six properties featured on 
Th e Magnolia Garden Club’s 
Pond and Garden Tour Sat-
urday.
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Mon - Fri 8:00am - 5pm • Sat 8:00am - 3:00pm 
770-387-3007 • 9 Baker Road, SE, Cartersville

www.elitestonesupply.com

A Large Variety of Stone
Flagstone • Fieldstone • Pea Gravel

Eggrock • Boulders • Mulch • Pinestraw

Lawn Mowers, Blowers, Chainsaws & Weed Eaters
WE NOW SERVICE SMALL ENGINE & MOTORCYCLES

AUTHORIZED
DEALER!
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